


OUR COAT OF ARMS 

1. The symbol on the upper left corner represents the Pentecost 

experience in the life of St. Philip Neri: the fire of the Holy Spirit 

entering the heart of St. Philip and  enlarging it with divine love. 

2. On the opposite side an "M" symbolizes the Oratorian special 

love and devotion to the Blessed Mother of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. The lotus flower represents our openings to the East and 

our appreciation of Eastern spirituality.  

3. The founding members of this Oratory came from Slovakia. The 

keys in the symbol on the left lower side represent the love of 

the Slovak nation for the  Holy Father and the sword represents 

the history of pain and suffering Slovak  people protected by 

their patroness, Our Lady of Seven Sorrows.  

4. The crown of thorns on the lower right side represents the most 

precious blood of Jesus and the blood of the holy martyrs. Our 

Oratory was indeed irrigated by  this most precious blood.  



 

Message of the Archbishop of Kosice: 

At the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the Foundation of the New York Oratory of 

Saint Philip Neri, receive my blessing and my most sincere congratulations. Thank God, 

our Archdiocese was at the cradle of your foundation. In the spirit of the missionary man-

date of the Lord, we sent you the first three priests to be laborers in the vineyard of the 

Lord in America. I can say with great satisfaction and gratitude that our priests decided to 

be a part of the Oratory for the rest of their life and to enrich their pastoral work as well 

as their priestly life with the spirit of Saint Philip Neri. We thank Rev. George Torok, the 

provost of the Oratory, to have provided them with his guidance and inspiration.  

 

This is my prayer for all of you, Oratorians: May the Holy Spirit guide you in your efforts 

of the new evangelization and may the Blessed Mother of our Lord at all times protect your priestly life and ministry.  

 Sincerely in Jesus Christ, 

 

Most Reverend Bernard Bober 

Archbishop of Kosice and Metropolitan of Eastern Slovakia 

Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan 
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1. Nulla dies sine linea: Do not let a day pass without doing some good during it. 

2. Let no one wear a mask, otherwise he will do ill; and if he has one, let him burn it. 

3. He who wishes to be perfectly obeyed, should give but few orders. 

4. The name of Jesus, pronounced with reverence and affection, has a kind of power to 

soften the heart. 

5. The most beautiful prayer we can make, is to say to God, “As Thou knowest and 

willest, O Lord, so do with me.” 

6. He who wishes to be wise without the true Wisdom, or saved without the Savior, is 

not well, but sick - is not wise, but a fool. 

7. Cheerfulness strengthens the heart and makes us persevere in a good life; wherefore 

the servant of God ought always to be in good spirits. 

8. We must always remember that God does everything well, although we may not see 

the reason of what He does. 

9. There is nothing the devil fears so much, or so much tries to hinder, as prayer. 

10. When a spiritual person feels a great calmness of mind in asking anything of God, it 

is a good sign that God either has granted it, or will do so shortly. 

11. To leave our prayer when we are called to do some act of charity for our neighbor, is 

not really a quitting of prayer, but leaving Christ for Christ, that is, depriving 

ourselves of spiritual sweetness in order to gain souls. 

12. One of the very best means of obtaining humility, is sincere and frequent confession. 

13. People are generally the carpenters of their own crosses. 

14. To obtain the protection of our Blessed Lady in our most urgent wants, it is very 

useful to say sixty-three times, after the fashion of a Rosary, “Virgin Mary, Mother 

of God, pray to Jesus for me.” 

15. The great thing is to become saints. 

16. Never make a noise of any sort in church, except for the greatest necessity. 
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There is joy flowing from Saint Philip's gift to the 
Church: The Oratory.  From time to time someone dis-
covers the goodness of Oratorian spirituality and 
chooses it as a preferential way of receiving God's sal-
vation and of participating in the life of the Church. I 
hope that the lives of the Oratorian Fathers will help 
the people of God they serve to discover the treasures 
of the Oratorian Spirit. 
 
The journey of foundation  of our Oratory started offi-
cially in 1998. It was marked by divine callings and 
also by tests and moments of great sufferings. We were 
approved as the Congregation Oratory in New York on June 29, 2007, feast 
of Saints Peter and Paul. 
 
For us, Oratorians of Slovak descent, this way of life is rooted in the past 
Communist persecution of the Church in our country. We inherited the 
dreams of faith and freedom of the persecuted Church. The great family of 
Saint Philip welcomed us. 
 
For many years we were connected with the biblical, catechetical and litur-
gical movements that prepared the event of the Vatican II Ecumenical 
Council,  an unforgettable and most formative experience of our life. The 
spirit of the Vatican II Council still animates the life of our community 
with undying inspirations. 
 
In the tradition of our countries of origin, we made countless journeys 
around the world to see and portray the faceless poor, the oppressed. We 
are intimately connected with the work of missionaries and peacemakers 
around the world.  
 
To befriend the world, we discovered that friendship is the universal form 
of human relationship. And when the Lord revealed to us His own friend-
ship, it was through Saint Philip Neri that we found goodness at the heart 
of friendship. 
 
Our ancestors were evangelized by Saint Thomas the Apostle and by Saints 
Cyril and Methodius. Even to the present time, we are rooted in the Chris-
tian traditions of the East as well of the West. In the spirit of Saint Philip, 
we share an inclusive vision of the Church that from East to West makes a 
perfect offering to the Father. 
 
We are not a community of laws but of love. The spirit of joy which is at 
the heart of our identity, does come from the Lord. As long as that fire en-
flames our hearts, our Oratory will be part of God's plan for the world. 
 
"All is Grace!" 
 
Rev. Fr. George Torok, C.O. 

Provost 
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St. Philip Neri is Catholic Church’s happiest saint. 

Noting the influence of St. Philip Neri on the 

church of Rome where he lived and worked 

for sixty years, Pope Francis wrote that as a 

result of St. Philip’s zeal winning and sav-

ing  souls  “Pastoral care was restored as a 

priority in the Church’s activity, and it was 

newly understood that pastors must stay 

with their people to guide them and sustain 

them in their faith. Philip was a guide for many 

people, announcing the Gospel and dispensing 

the Sacraments. In particular, he dedicated himself 

with great passion to the ministry of Confession, up to the 

evening of his last day on earth. His concern was that of con-

stantly following the spiritual growth of his disciples, accompa-

nying them in the bitterness of life and opening up to Christian 

hope. … His spiritual paternity shines through all his work, 

characterized by trust in people, by his rejection of gloomy and 

somber tones, by his spirit of festivity and joy, by his conviction 

that grace does not restrain nature but instead heals, strength-

ens and perfects it”. 

The Pope sites Philip as “a shining model of the permanent 

mission of the Church in the world. The perspective of his ap-

proach to others, bearing witness to all the love and mercy of 

the Lord, can constitute a valid example for bishops, priests, 

consecrated persons and lay faithful. From the very first years 

of his presence in Rome, he undertook an apostolate of per-

sonal relations and friendship, as the ideal route to opening up 

to the encounter with Jesus and the Gospel. … He loved spon-

taneity, shunned artifice, chose the most enjoyable methods to 

educate in Christian virtues, and at the same time offered a 

healthy discipline that implied the exercise of will to welcome 

Christ in the fabric of one’s life. His profound conviction was 

that the path to sanctity was based on the grace of an encoun-

ter with the Lord, accessible to any person … who welcomes 

him with the wonder of children”. 

 If the saints were a pack of cards, St. Philip will be the joker! 

He was born in Florence in the year 1515, one of four children 

of the notary Francesco Neri. His  mother died while he was 

very young and her place being filled by a capable stepmother. 

From infancy Philip had a docile, merry disposition. They 

called him "Pippo buono," "good little Phil," for he was a dutiful, 

attractive, cheerful lad, popular with all who knew him. At eight-

een Philip was sent to the town of San Germano, to live with a 

childless kinsman who had a business there and would 

be likely to make Philip his apprentice and heir. But 

young Philip had a mystical experience and was 

drawn to proceed to Rome, without money or 

plans, totally relying on divine inspiration. Here 

in Rome he found shelter under the roof of a 

former Florentine, one Galeotto Caccia, a cus-

toms official, who offered him an attic and the 

bare necessaries of life, in return for which Philip 

was to give lessons to Caccia's two small sons. 

During this time he also took courses in philosophy 

and theology at the Sapienza and at St. Augustine's 

monastery. 

Religion was at low ebb in the papal city. The war was waging in 

Europe between the political forces that supported Reformation 

started by Martin Luther and the rulers that supported the 

Church of the Apostles with Pope as the head. The clergy in 

most of Rome were given to luxury and worldly ways and did 

not care for the spiritual welfare of the flock. To fill the people of 

Rome with new ardor, to re-evangelize the city, became Philip 

Neri's life work. He began in the most direct way possible, mak-

ing acquaintances on street corners and in the public squares, 

where people were inclined to loiter. His warm friendliness and 

lively sense of humor would quickly catch the attention of pass-

ersby, and once caught, they found it difficult to break away. By 

this warm, personal approach he gradually prevailed on many to 

give up their careless way of life. His customary question, "Well, 

brothers, when shall we begin to do good?" soon brought a re-

sponse, provided he led the way. Losing no time in converting 

good intentions into action, he would take them to wait on the 

sick in the hospitals or to pray in the Seven Churches, one of 

Philip's own favorite devotions.  

FLORENCE 1515 
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In the year 1548, when Philip had been carrying out his 

informal mission for some ten years, he founded, with 

the help of his confessor, Father Persiano Rossa, a con-

fraternity of poor laymen who met for spiritual exercises 

in the church of San Salvatore in Campo. Thus by the 

time he was thirty-four, Philip had accomplished a great 

deal in the care of the sick, the pilgrims who came to 

Rome and in instructing the people in the way of the 

Gospel. His confessor, however, was convinced that as 

a priest his work would be even more effective. Philip's 

humility made him shrink from taking Holy Orders, but at 

last, on May 23, 1551, he was ordained. He went to live 

with Father Rossa and other priests at San Girolamo 

and thereafter carried on his mission mainly through the 

confessional.  

To accommodate the increasing number of those who 

attended Philip's discussions, a large room was built 

over the nave of San Girolamo. Several other priests 

were appointed to assist him. The people called them 

"Oratorians" because they rang a little bell to summon 

the faithful to prayers in their "oratory." The actual foun-

dation of the Congregation of the Priests of the Oratory 

was laid a few years later, when Philip presented five of 

his young followers for ordination and sent them to serve 

the church of San Giovanni, which had been put in his 

charge by fellow Florentines living in Rome. The future 

cardinal and Church historian, Caesar Baronius, was 

among them. Philip drew up for them some simple rules: 

they were to share a common table and perform spiritual 

exercises under his direction, but they were not to bind 

themselves to the life by vow or to renounce their proper-

ty. Philip was convinced, that one of the principal means 

for maintaining the Christian spirit is the preaching the 

word of God: hence he was most anxious to provide the 

Faithful with apostolic men, who would draw them to God 

by good and solid preaching. By founding it, Philip aimed 

at securing the services, zeal and talent, of priests that by 

uniting their labors together, would produce great good to 

the people of faith. The organization grew rapidly, alt-

hough it met with opposition in certain quarters. In 1575, 

the Congregation received the formal approbation of 

Pope Gregory XIII, who later bestowed on it the ancient 

church of Santa Maria in Vellicella. The building was in a 

ruinous condition and far too small. Philip was not long in 

deciding to demolish it and rebuild on a large scale with 

the help of his many benefactors and artisan friends. By 

April, 1577, work on the ‘Nuova Chiesa’, or New Church, 

had advanced sufficiently for the Congregation of the Or-

atory to be transferred there. Philip stayed at San Giro-

lamo for another seven years before he moved to quar-

ters in the New Church.. 
SAN GIROLAMO 

NUOVO CHIESA, ROME 
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The Italian people loved and venerated him, and visitors 

came from other countries to speak with him. He had 

the gift of distinguishing the pure from the impure by the 

sense of smell. Philip had the gift of miracles; and, 

though seeking to be forgotten and despised, he was 

continually surrounded by people, who besought him to 

pray for them, either in their temporal or spiritual con-

cerns. Many were cured of their sickness and few 

brought back to life. Thus he continued his apostolate 

when the infirmities of age prevented him from leading 

an active life. In the words of one of his biog-

raphers, "He was all things to all men.... When 

he was called upon to be merry, he was so; if 

there was a demand upon his sympathy, he 

was equally ready.... In consequence of his 

being so accessible and willing to receive all 

comers, many went to him every day, and 

some continued for the space of thirty, nay, 

forty years, to visit him very often both morn-

ing and evening, so that his room went by the 

agreeable nickname of the "Home of Christian 

mirth." The tradition of this genial saint was 

very much alive two hundred years later, 

when the German poet Goethe was living in 

Rome. He heard so much of Neri that he stud-

ied the sources and wrote a highly apprecia-

tive essay about him, entitled, "The Humorous 

Saint." 

On the Feast of Corpus Christi, May 25, 1595, 

Philip was in a radiantly happy mood, and his 

physician told him that he had not looked so well for ten 

years. He alone realized that his hour had come. All day 

he heard confessions and saw visitors as usual, but be-

fore retiring he said: "Last of all, we must die." About 

midnight, he had a severe hemorrhage and the priests in 

the house were called to his bedside. He was dying, and 

Baronius read the commendatory prayers, and then be-

sought him to say a parting word or at least to bless his 

sons once more. Unable to speak, Philip raised his hand, 

and in the act of benediction passed to his reward. He 

had reached the ripe age of eighty and his work was 

done. His body rests in the New Church, which the Ora-

torians still serve. Six years after his death, he was beati-

fied. Pope Gregory XV canonized him in 1622. Even dur-

ing his lifetime he had received the title of "Apostle of 

Rome." The niche of their beloved saint is closest to the 

main altar in St. Peter’s Basilica and every year to this 

day the Mayor of Rome presents the Provost of the Ora-

tory a golden chalice in grateful acknowledgement of St. 

Philip’s dedicated life to the eternal city. 

ST. PHILIP NERI OCCUPIES 

A PROMINENT PLACE IN 

ST. PETER’S BASILICA 
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ACROSS 
2. Birth place of Philip Neri 

7. He started this pilgrimage in Rome visiting   

8. On arrival in Rome he used to pray in this special place 

10. He is called the apostle of this city 

12. He was influenced by this Saint to go to India 

16. He was a friend of the founder of the Jesuits 

17. Even as a superior he was often found working in 

18. Because they rang a bell to invite people the meeting  

 place was called this. 

19. Philip is well known for this quality 

20. His first companion priest 

DOWN 
1. Church in Rome built by Philip Neri 

3.  Philip was greatest champion of the movement  

 called 

4. Philip is the patron saint of this group in the US 

5. This follower of Philip became a Cardinal 

6. Philip was always available for this sacrament 

9. He is often compared to this ancient Philosopher 

11. The Church where he began gathering lay people 

13. He died on this feast in 1595 

14. On the eve of this feast in 1544  he had a mystical 

 experience 

15. The superior of an Oratory is called? 
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St. Philip became the Apostle of Rome with the founding of 

the Oratory which has 80 foundations around the world. 
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Concept and script—Fr. Tom Kunnel 



FR. MANIRAGUHA JEAN PAUL R 

Born in the Eastern Part of Democratic Republic of Congo at the 

heart of Africa. The 10th anniversary celebration of the Oratory is 

a moment of grace and blessings. I am also humbled to celebrate 

my 10th anniversary of Priesthood in this same month. As St Phil-

ip Neri says : " All is grace ". May the Spirit of Brotherhood and 

the dedicated service to our brothers and sisters remains the joy 

for each Oratorian. 
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FR. ROMAN DOMINIC PALECKO 

One of the most basic goals of my early pastoral life as a diocesan priest was to seek 

out, contribute to and become part of a family-like environment that fostered the 

development of my spirituality within a nurturing and supportive community. Having 

the freedom to grow as an individual combined with the loving responsibility for each 

of my brothers is exactly what I found here in the Oratory of St. Philip Neri. My favor-

ite quote comes from John Henri Newman: "To live is to change, and to be perfect is 

to have changed often." 

FR. PETER BUJDOS 

It is a new experience for me to live in a big community of 

priests who share common life like a family and are  very 

familiar with one another. I am happy to be involved also 

with the Slovak community. My favorite quote is what I took 

as my priestly motto: “The Lord is my shepherd.” Ps. 23. 

FR. TOM KUNNEL 

After having lived over 25 years of my priesthood in the frontier 

missions of North-East India and East Africa, I was drawn  to share 

the ministry in communication and pastoral life with a larger com-

munity dimension. St. Philip’s vision of a friendly and  welcoming 

Church is an inspiring model for me, and it continues to challenge 

me to answer the call, “That your joy may be complete.” Jn. 16:24 

FR. JOSEPH NARISETTY 

The model of St. Philip as a Joyful and compassionate priest available 

always to the people that needed him, inspired me to join the Oratory. I 

would like to follow his example of celebrating the Holy Mass with great 

devotion and proclaiming Christ crucified to God's people and bring 

peace to those in difficult circumstances. This quote inspires me in            

Oratory Life. "A love for each other, a love for the Oratory as a home, is 

one of the chief characteristics, bonds and duties of the Fathers".           

by Cardinal Newman. 

FR. GEORGE TOROK 

St. Philip Neri began a community 

based on mutual love rather than 

rules and vows. Modeled on the 

Early Church,  ‘living in one heart 

and soul’ the Oratory was  more like 

a family where each one’s freedom, 

talent and uniqueness flourished 

and found expression especially in 

caring for the sick, pastoral work 

and familiar discussions. At every 

step of founding the Oratory  in 

New York I have experienced the 

special intervention of Mary, to 

whom I am most grateful. 



FR. FRANCIS CONKA 

I believe that it is really through the gift of God’s Grace that I am now  growing in my priesthood 

as an Oratorian. For the  first 9 years after ordination  I sought out opportunities as a diocesan 

priest to build a community of friendship with other priests, sharing our spiritual life, our pastoral 

ups and downs and  supporting each other. I found in the Oratory a community bound together 

not by  formal vows but instead by the bond of charity and love, given freely.  As a Oratorian 

I  accept Iovingly,  too,  the responsibility for salvation of the eternal  souls of those to whom we 

are  sent. 

 FR. RAVI K DASARI 

A sense of deeper joy and warmth attracted me to aspire to be an Oratorian. I 

love the spirit of HUMILITY in Saint Philip Neri. I cherish the gift of priesthood 

and the brotherhood that Oratory has given me. I deeply believe that there is 

so much good in every one of us and this goodness transforms us. I believe 

that Oratory is a home for deeper joy and warmth.  

FR. VLADIMIR CHIRPKO 

The active apostolic life, the joyous spirit of St. Philip, opportunity to help with 

ministry with people of Slovak descent were all factors that impelled me to ac-

cept the invitation of Fr. George to work towards founding the NY Oratory. 

“Please be patient with me, as God is not finished with me.” is one of my cher-

ished maxims. 
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FR. MARTIN KERTYS 

The life of St. Philip Neri and the example of Sts. Cyril and Methodius, the Apos-

tles of the Slavs, who went to  preach the Gospel in the language of people in 

foreign land, motivated me to serve the Slovak and English speaking people in 

this country and to be part of the Oratory of St. Philip Neri. I was privileged to 

be one of the founding members of NY Oratory.  

FR. AROGYA RAJU  NARISETTY 

The optimism, joy and humor of St. Philip Neri attracted me to enter into the 

Oratory of St. Philip Neri. I cherish most of all fraternity, brotherhood and the 

spirit of freedom. The following is one of my favorite quotes: ‘ When your 

works speak for you, you don’t need to explain anything.’ 



Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church is a Roman Catholic 

Parish. It carries out the pastoral ministry and dispenses grace of salvation to its people. 

The peculiar characteristic of this parish is its welcoming hospitality, inclusiveness, respect for 

the cultural, ethnic, racial, political and economic diversity of its members. 

There are 37 different nationalities composing the magnificent mosaic of the church of Our La-

dy of the Sacred Heart. The devotions to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary are central to 

our sharing of grace with one another. 

At the present time, the pastoral care of the parish of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart is entrust-

ed to the priests of the New York Congregation Oratory of Saint Philip Neri. The spirit of 

“joyful discipleship”, which distinguished the first disciples of Jesus and St Philip Neri himself, 

inspires our community. 

120 Kings Highway, Tappan, New York 10983, Phone: Parish: (845) – 359 – 1230  
Fax: (845) – 359 – 1410  email: secretary@olshtappan.com 
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St. John founded over one hundred and fifty years ago, 

on the banks of scenic Hudson, our Parish family con-

tinues to give honor, glory and worship to the Lord. 

We the people of St. John’s, called each by name, by 

God, to proclaim the mystery of Christ’s presence 

among us, to recommit ourselves to serve our God, our 

Church and our community by the total giving of our-

selves to the divine plan Christ has for us. In 2013 the 

pastoral care of St. John was entrusted to the NY Ora-

tory of St. Philip Neri. 

895 Piermont Avenue, Piermont, New York 10968, Tel. 845-359-0078, FAX 845-359-2976,                                   
stjohnspiermont@optonline.net, www.stjohnspiermont.org, FREE APP: ST JOHN PIERMONT 
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In 2014, the Archdiocese of New York, under the leadership of his eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan, 

commenced the “Pastoral Planning Initiative” known as: Making All Things New. On August 1, 2015 

the new Parish of St. Paul and St. Ann was born merging the Parishes of St. Paul, Congers and St. Ann, 

Nyack and was entrusted to the NY Oratory of St. Philip Neri with Fr. Vladimir Chirpko as its first Ora-

torian Pastor with Fr. Roman Dominic  Fr. Peter Budjos and Fr. Arogyaraju as his Pastoral Associates. 
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ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, CONGERS 



82 Lake Road West, Congers, NY 10920,                                                                           

Parish Office: Phone: (845) 268-4464, 

(845) 268-4465, Fax: (845) 268-6790 

Email: stpaul82@optonline.net                  

www.http://spasaparish.org/ 

NY ORATORY SOUVENIR 2017 17 

ST. ANN’S CHURCH,  NYACK 



ST. MICHAEL                          

TRENTON 

SAINTS CYRIL& METHODIUS      

CLIFTON 

ST. JOHN NEPOMUCENE            

NEW YORK 
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In our commitment to offer an easy-to-understand, a do-it-yourself method that combines medi-

cal and holistic approaches with our own uniquely constructed method focused on awareness-

raising exercises, we present short videos which will guide you to greater self- reliant pain heal-

ing and control. Once familiarized with the method, you can apply its beneficial function to what-

ever circumstances you find yourself: home, travel, job, vacation. 

Over forty years in Media production in 

service to Church’s Mission and Ministry 

Fr. George with Anita Schultz, Mary Grena, Marion Saha  

and Martina Collins of Hallel Institute 
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Daily Offering 

To live in perfect love 

We offer ourselves,  

The Eucharistic Victim,  

To your merciful love, Lord. 

 

Consume us, at all times, 

In the fire of your love. 

Let your tenderness fill our hearts, 

So that we become 

Martyrs of your love. 

 

May this martyrdom 

Prepare us to meet you; 

May it sanctify our death 

Bringing us without delay 

To the joy and peace 

Of your resurrection. 

 

At every heartbeat we want  

To renew this offering, 

An infinite number of times 

While the shadows are vanishing, 

And we may sing it at last  

In a face to face 

Eternity of love. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer to Mary 

Mother of tenderness 
Into your hands we entrust Ourselves  
 
Mother of Jesus, 
Help us to love your Son 
Infinitely more than anything 
         else in the world. 
Turn into unhappiness. 
Whatever separates us from Him. 
 
Mother of the Church, 
Pray for us at all times, 
That we become martyrs of Jesus’ love, 
Serving Him with the spirit 
Of your dedication. 
 
Our Mother, 
Prepare us to meet your Son,  
When He, our hope, will come again 
Be there to share the infinite 
Joy with us,  
And let Him find us 
Faithful, enduring and full of love 
O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary.  
Amen 

 

Doxology 

Father, glorify your Son 

So that your Son may glorify You, 

By giving eternal life to all you entrusted to Him, 

And by accomplishing the work you gave 

Him to do. 

Amen 

“I call you friends, 

Since I have communicated to you 

All that I have heard 

From my Father.”   Jn 15:1 5  
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“Do we hafta hold hands during grace so every-

body gets to start eating at the same time?” 

Reprinted with permission of Bil Keane 
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Q.1. To what Order does the Oratory belong? 

Ans. We are not a religious order, but secular priests living in a community under a rule. We are attached to our 
Congregation only by the bond of love and common purpose and not by vow, oath or promise. 

Q.2. How long will you be here?  

Ans. A person enters the Congregation of the Oratory with the intention of staying and working in the same place 
all his life. So the Oratory is here on a permanent basis. 

Q. 3. Who is the proper authority? 

Ans. Each house of the Oratory is self-governing and independent of all others. There are seven Oratories in the US 
and eighty world-wide. Each Oratory is directly subject to the Holy See and so it is known as ‘Pontifical’. Every Ora-
tory has its own Provost, an elected member who acts as the head of the community. If the Oratory is entrusted 
with Parishes or a diocesan ministry, then it takes directives from the local Bishop in matters concerning that minis-
try.  

Q.4. What are some special features of the NY Oratory at Tappan? 

Ans. First of all we come from 3 different countries Slovakia, India and Democratic Republic of Congo. Apart from 
Parish Ministry, we have a Media production Studio and are building up a Healing from pain ministry. Every week 
we gather and celebrate the Christian Seder modelled after the Last Supper. We come together for meals that we 
cook ourselves … Well! Most of the meals are excellent!  We go along with you for affordable Pilgrimages! 

Q.5. How can you become a part of the Oratory or its ministry? 

Ans. 1. If you are a young person wanting to become a priest (30 years or less), or you are a priest (40 years or 
younger) you can contact us to understand our formation program. Fill in the form below. 

      2. Lay persons (men and women) can join our formation program to understand the spirituality of St. Philip Neri    
with the purpose of becoming a member of the Secular Oratory. Kindly check the form below.  

     3. We are in the process of fund raising for our Vocation Promotion. Please see the pledge form below. 

 I am an young person / priest wanting to know more about Formation Program  

 I am a lay person and would like to know more about Secular Oratory 

 I just love what you all do  and here is my appreciation check 

 I would like to consider an ongoing contribution / remember your community in my will  to 
help with your  Vocation promotion, please contact me 

Name ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________ E-mail : ________________________________________ 

Please mail the form to: SECRETARY NY ORATORY, 175 ROUTE 340, SPARKILL, NY 10976 

Checks payable to: “NY ORATORY”  
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1. Edward Michael Cardinal Egan (2000-2009), His Excellency Emeritus Arch

 bishop  of  Kosice and Metropolitan of Eastern Slovakia Alojz Tkac and                                       

 His Excellency Eduardo Cerrato, bishop of Ivrea, Italy, former Procurator 

 General  of the  Confederation of the Oratory of Saint Philip Neri for their 

 indispensable  intervention in establishing our Oratory. 

2. Sr. Marie Murray, OP President of the Dominican Sisters of the Holy Rosary, 

 Sparkill,  without whom we would not had been able even to exist. 

3. Reverend John Dwyer, pastor emeritus of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart,      

 Tappan for  his friendship and support. 

4 Mr. Robert Finning and Mr. Christopher Mahoney, for financial assistance. 

5 Dr. Stefan Kurucz and Dr. Oliver Kurucz for medical services. 

6 Mr. Richard Finning, judge and attorney for legal services.  
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“Do not let a day pass by, without doing some good.”  

St. Philip Neri 

NY ORATORY OF ST. PHILIP NERI, 175 ROUTE 340, SPARKILL, NY 10976 


